English Translation by George Sklyar, July 2010
[Translator’s notes are bracketed]

Workers of all countries, unite!

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF THE SOVIET UNION

TOP SECRET

#CT-167/18c, of 07.17.79

Excerpt from Protocol [Minutes] #167 818c, Secretariat of the CC

Re: Talks on a Soviet-US Motion Picture Concerning Problems of Disarmament

[It is hereby resolved] to accept the proposal of the State Committee on
Cinematography of the USSR to hold preliminary talks with US producer and film
director F[rancis] Coppola concerning a Soviet-US production dedicated to the
problem of disarmament.

SECRETARY OF THE CC

[Copies] forwarded to:
5ng [illegible stamp]

856/167/18c, of 07.17.79

TOP SECRET

RESOLUTION

Of the Secretariat of the CC of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union

Re: Talks on Soviet-US Motion Picture Concerning Problems of Disarmament

[It is hereby resolved] to accept the proposal of the State Committee on
Cinematography [abbr., Goskino] of the USSR and hold preliminary negotiations
with US producer and film director F[rancis] Coppola, concerning a [joint] Soviet-
US production about the problems of disarmament.

[Six illegible signatures]

Vote results
Motion made during a meeting of the CC Secretariat, 07.17.79
Secretaries of the CC:
Comrade A.P. Kirilenko: yea



Comrade 1.V. Kapitonov: yea

Comrade M.V. Zimyanin: yea

Comrade K.V. Rusakov: yea

Comrade M.S. Gorbachev: yea

[lllegible signature]

3666/07.12.79/ Excerpts forwarded to Comrades Ponomaryov, Yermash, Shauro
[Excerpts] delivered 07.18.79 [illegible signature]

For your eyes only
CC CPSU
Re: Talks on a Soviet-US motion picture concerning the problems of disarmament

The State Committee on Cinematography of the USSR (Comrade Yermash) has
proposed to negotiate a Soviet-US production dealing with the problems of
disarmament with the noted US producer and film director F. Coppola, and sign a
tentative agreement with him.

The initiative came from F. Coppola who referred to a conversation with US
President J[immy] Carter and said he was interested in making a film that would
serve to strengthen Soviet-American friendship. In its proposal the Goskino of the
USSR proceeds from the consideration that the Committee would have the right to
supervise the ideological and creative aspects of the project at all stages.

The Department of Culture and the International Department of the CC CPSU
believe it possible to accept the proposal of the Goskino SSR and hold preliminary
talks on this issue. In the event of positive outcome, including financial conditions,
the Goskino of the USSR will submit to the CC CPSU proposals on making an
agreement [contract] with F. Coppola.

Draft resolution of the CC CPSU is enclosed herewith.

(Signed) V. Shauro, (Signed) V. Shaposhnikov,

Head of the Department of Culture, CC  Head of the International Department,
CPSU CC CPSU

July 12, 1979
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For your eyes only

Single copy

[Stamped] CC CPSU/Sector 2, June 19, 1979/1638/CONTROL/TO BE
RETURNED... CC CPSU



CC CPSU

During the visit of the delegation of the Goskino of the USSR to Cannes (France),
to attend the 32nd International Film Festival this May there was a meeting with
the noted American producer and film director Francis Ford Coppola.

F. Coppola informed the Chairman of the Goskino of the USSR that he had spoken
with US President J. Carter who had expressed an interest in a joint Soviet-US
production dealing with the problems of disarmament. According to F. Coppola,
the President associated this project with the forthcoming summit in Vienna and
the signing and ratification of SALT Il. The American side believes such a film
would serve mutual confidence between the Soviet and American peoples, form a
favorable international public opinion in regard to the treaty, and further expand
Soviet-US cooperation in the cultural sphere.

On behalf of his firm Zoetrope Film [i.e. American Zoetrope], F. Coppola stated he
was prepared to finance and organize the project on the American side.
Considering that F. Coppola ranks with the most influential US filmmakers in the
industrial and creative realms, his participation would serve as a guarantee of the
project's creative standard and distribution rate.

Should this issue be positively resolved, the Soviet side would retain the right to
monitor the ideological and creative aspects of this project at all stages. Leading
Soviet and American filmmakers could be involved in the writing of the script and
shootings. Under these conditions this joint Soviet-US project appears to be
expedient.

To implement this project, it would be necessary to negotiate it with F. Coppola
and sign a tentative agreement at this stage. This could be done during his visit to
Moscow to attend the 11th International Film Festival this August.

Please advise.
(Signed) F.T. Yermash,
Chairman, Goskino of the USSR.



