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SECRET 

USSR Committee for State Security [KGB] 

at the USSR Council of Ministers 

31 July 1967 

No.1931-A 

Moscow 

 

To the CPSU Central Committee 

The Committee for State Security reports that, according to information 
received, Zhores Medvedev, a Biology PhD who lives in the town of Obninsk (Kaluga 
Region), and his close acquaintance Valery Pavlinchuk have begun making copies on 
typewriters of A. Solzhenitsyn’s unpublished novel The First Circle, with the 
intention of circulating the book among the scientific staff of Obninsk. Pyotr Ionovich 
Yakir, a research associate at the USSR Academy of Sciences’ Institute of History, 
who is known as a participant in a number of anti-social actions and has made 
politically harmful statements, is planning to visit Obninsk for the same purpose.  

Bearing in mind that Solzhenitsyn’s novel The First Circle is a politically 
harmful work, it would seem necessary if Yakir goes to Obninsk and obtains copies 
of the novel to arrest him and confiscate those manuscripts and, as concerns Zh. 
Medvedev, to instruct the Obninsk Party city committee to take measures to halt his 
anti-social activities.  

I request authorisation 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE FOR STATE SECURITY 

 

[signature]   ANDROPOV 
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Comrade Kirilenko, A.N. 

To be voted on by 
the Secretariat of the CPSU Central Committee 

Top Secret 

Agreed: 

M. Suslov 

[signature] 

 

 

To the CPSU Central Committee  

The Committee for State Security reports that, according to information 
received, Zhores Medvedev, a Biology PhD who lives in the town of Obninsk (Kaluga 
Region), and his close acquaintance Valery Pavlinchuk have begun making copies on 
typewriters of A. Solzhenitsyn’s unpublished novel The First Circle, with the 
intention of circulating the book among the scientific staff of Obninsk. Pyotr Ionovich 
Yakir, a research associate at the USSR Academy of Sciences’ Institute of History, 
who is known as a participant in a number of anti-social actions and has made 
politically harmful statements, is planning to visit Obninsk for the same purpose.  

Bearing in mind that Solzhenitsyn’s novel The First Circle is a politically 
harmful work, it would seem necessary if Yakir goes to Obninsk and obtains copies 
of the novel to arrest him and confiscate those manuscripts and, as concerns Zh. 
Medvedev, to instruct the Obninsk Party city committee to take measures to halt his 
anti-social activities.  

I request authorisation 

 

CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE FOR STATE SECURITY 

 

   ANDROPOV 
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[illegible] 

To be voted on by 
the Secretariat of the CPSU Central Committee 

Top Secret 

Agreed: 

  M. Suslov 

  [signature] 

 

To the CPSU Central Committee 

The Committee for State Security reports that, according to information 
received, Zhores Medvedev, a Biology PhD who lives in the town of Obninsk (Kaluga 
Region), and his close acquaintance Valery Pavlinchuk have begun making copies on 
typewriters of A. Solzhenitsyn’s unpublished novel The First Circle, with the 
intention of circulating the book among the scientific staff of Obninsk . Pyotr 
Ionovich Yakir, a research associate at the USSR Academy of Sciences’ Institute of 
History, who is known as a participant in a number of anti-social actions and has 
made politically harmful statements, is planning to visit Obninsk for the same 
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Medvedev, to instruct the Obninsk Party city committee to take measures to halt his 
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