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pemr Coircede,

Ttie sxecutive cf The Workers Party of Ireland, on the occasion

of a visit to ioscow of thie General Cecretary, Sean Garlanid,

and Vice-Yresident and Chairperson Dxecutive Political Tommittece,
counzillor Froineims De Rossa TD, wishes to convey ife warm
eoarde and fraternal greetings to the Central Committee and

members of the C.r.5.U. and to address this important and urgent

sasase 1o you.

Though i1t has been a relatively short time since our two pnrties
eatablished relations in December '83, each year has saen more
contact and understanding leadipy to more positive devalopement

and to a better overall underctanding of the two parties chjectives
strategies and tactics. Iun regard to the basic fundamentsals,

of cbjeciives and tasks in the world today, there is we believs

a comnon analysis and a commen approach.

Ve Xnow that you are guite familiar with the genersl situationr

in Ireluud, just s we oursslvec keep informsd as to developements
in the Scviet Uniorn and throughout the world. We would howsver
like to briefly sketch for you the present and immediste .future
situation in Ireland ae we see it, '

in the kepublic of Ireland the continueing ecoromic crisis is
naking the Coslition government of Fine Gael and Lebour very
unstable. Tie parliament has only one year 0 run but mery
otservers are now predicting the poesibility of o genernl sleatior
tuie KNovewebr or early next spring, The government has lost

the confidence of the majority of the reople, of businmsas, of

tne trade urions, and even of many of its membara bots ineide

and outelde parlisnent. Thie msin ocprozition party, Flannp Pzil,

1o expectsd fo table & motion of 'no confidenca’ in ke Fovermmern!



2. 67

a8 socn as the psrliament reescembles in 1ate Cctober.
The indicatione are thzt the combined votes of the Vorkerg
rarty, the Frogressive Democrsta, Fianna Fail and sana delections

or abstenticne of government dejputies may result in the Jdafant
of the corlition.

Allied to the cironic state of the economy thers mre neo
250,000 officiglly unsnployed (18%) and there is genarallw
telisved to be at le=zat 50,000 people out of work who are not
eligible for benefit snd are therelfore not counted officially.
Irn addition to this emigration reached 30,000 in 1585,

The recent defeat foﬁmhc goverrment in a referendum to amend

the constitution to allow divorge also dealt a savers blow

to the credibility of the Prime linister Nr, Garrett Pitzger=zld.
It was of course alsc a severe blow to the democratic s‘ruggle
in Ireland., with the forees of Roman Catholicisn combinipg
withi Fianra Fail and some government deaputies tc a&ffect thise
dafesnt, ln additicn to this the Ststes indebteliness has
continued to soar while there is continuing unrest &t the very
high rate of persopal taxation combined with cuts in the health
and education services,

In Northern Ireland much of what wab promised in the Anglo-
Irisu Agreement, (peace, stability, devolved government with
a Bill of Rights) has not been deliversdand the government of
the republic could become vulnerable beéausc_of this.
Wevertheless this governmesnt of the next one is not going to
fundamentally alter ths Angleo-Irish Agreement given the
context in which it has been arrived at.

In Horthern Ireland the refussl % the Unionist parties to
accept the anglo-Irish ngreenent has created a most dancerous
situation, The Uniconist leadership hes been outflanked by
the BEritish governrert &nd the Irisnh goverpment, =sided and
abettad by the SDLF, 211 of whone are etrengly influernced

by Washington. The Urionists whntever they do are not geing
to be abls to stop the Anglo-Irish Agreement, The =concnic
and socisl scene in liorthern Ireland is as bsd if not wers==
than in toe Hepuuwlic, witn over 205 unemployel.
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A new realignment is taking place in Irish politics. The
British and Irish governments elong with Washington are seeking o
mere moderate and willing leadership of Unlonism, while the

ngw party in the Republic, ied by Dessie O'Naliey, ex-Pianra
Fail mis.ister, is g reactionary conservative party with a
‘Liberal' gloss. This party the Progressive Democrats provides
g new oprortunity for the establishment to maintain the fiction
of political cnoice. The emergence of the Progressgive
democrats comes at a time of declifje in the two government
partien, Fine Gael and Lebour. A new lixely cozlitian could
be Fine Gael and Frogressive Democrats, each with a liberal
social 1mage and extreme right - wing monatariat esnnomic
policies. The Left ie& still the weskest force and though

the workers P riy continues to grow the toatdl Laft vote would
not exceed 155 at this moment in time.

he Workers PArty has set out elsewhere in Conference documents
and atatements our snelysis and position on the Anglo-Irish
Apreement.  JSuffice to say that we believe the actions of
extreme Unionist elements and of the Provisional IRA could lead
to a major escalation of terrorist violence which will result
in mmany thousands dead, We have received reliable reports
that the British and Irish governments are prepared for a
figure of up to 5,000 degd 4in such a situation in order fo
achieve their aims.

An additional element to this eituation and an indicatdr of
the direction in which Monopoly Capital's thiinking is moving
with regard to the future of Ireland ss & whole is the nature
end content of the Single Buropean Alt. This has now been
signed by sll twelve EEC member Bimtes inecluding the Republis
‘of Treland . This Act as you know amends the Treaty of Rome
and adds new sections to it. From a detailed Workers Farty
analysis of it it clearly deminishes Irish Neutrality and
Sovereignity to thst of a mere label of convenience.

The government proposes to have thie Act ratified by parliament
pefore the end of UDecemeber and the Workers'Party of Ireland
is at present campaigning to have 1t renegotiated to provide
guaranteess on our neutrality, sovereignity, and social and
regioannl developement policies for underdeveloped regions

of the Community.
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The Workers PArty is convinced that it is not only necessary

to combat thece seemingly contradictory forces, who ultimately
serve the same interests, that of Monepoly Capital, but it is
eaaentiaﬁghat the working class is educated and mobilised to

act in tiieir own interests. We are in the process of lajying

g firm base for building a class conscious party. We have

coma a long way in a relatively short space of time and the

ngt 5 to 10 years are critical for the developement and bullding of
the Workes FPArty in Ireland. It is by defending the interests
of the working =ai clasg, by being always there giving leadership
and direction that we have come this far. We are aware that

no revolutionary party anywhere in the world ever succeeded
without having the mass support of the workers which is only
achimvad rlass politien, intepgrity and struggle.

We know that at the end of the day it is our own activity, strengh’
and influence in Ireland which will be the determining factor
for victory, and we know that we must be able to mecure the

bulk of our rascurces from the EymI people on whoss behzlfl

we are struggling. This is for us a constant activity, and

t.is has alwaya been a basiclin Irish ravolutionary history.
Wevertheless all of the great revoluticnaries and movements of
our paet worked to build allies abroad for support and solidarity,
from Wolfe Tone and the United Irishmen of 1798, who sought and
received encouregement and assistance from the French Revolution;
the Penian Movement of the 1860's; the Irish Hepublican
Brotherhood; and the Irish Velunteara of this century, down to
our own day. We acknowledge and once again express ocur

gincere thanks and apprecistion t¢ you for the support we

received this year.

Taking into account the present stage of developement of the
party and of the present political situation in all Ireland
our exacutive Politieal Committee has adopted a five year
party developement programme. The k§y elements of which are:
1. To strengthen and consolidate pérty 1declogy by increassed
emphadis and more Besources on party politicel educaliomn.
this will be carried out by eamtablishing a full -time party
school of po%itical education and traiping of party cadres.
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2, The expansion of party publications, commencing this autumn
with a new party journal; To seek to launch withln the next
Year & new paxxy popular weekly newspaper. Alongside this
the publication of pamphlets and documents on specific issues
plus the reprigting of party policy documents which are et
present out of print.

3. The expansion of party organisation throughout the country.
This to be spearheaded by the aprointment of full time party
orgenisers/agitators.

4. To bulld on recent successea in the electoral field especiel
Tollowing the widespread victories in local government
elactions of June '85. We will be conteating at least 30 put
of 44 constituencies in the Republic at the hext genersl wixiox
election. We are Tully aware of the volatile nature of the
electorate in capitalist countries and we recognise that elect:
strategy and involvemsnt is only one aspect of our struggle.
However elections, combined with the party's sctivifies on the
zround, the performance of our Deputiee in parliamnet, and

our councillors on municipal authoritlies has helped the party
ZLOW.

5. To expand and develope our.research departmmst to provide
constantly uptodate wderial for political decislons, ani
backup for for zgitations and ocur public represantatives.

The projeted coet of this pzty developement programme, in
round figures is mas follows:

Tae building and equipping of party school on a site already
owned by the party 30 miles north of Dublin . The puilding
would hLave to be suitable to acggmmadate 20- students and have
lecture and study rooms etc . ‘ Cost: £50,000
3talfing, maintanance of student%%nd their travel axpenses
Five Year Cost: SEEXZ25C,

Preparation snd luanching of new pmty journal and popular
weekly newspaper

| Cost: £100,000
Purchase of printing machinery and ancillary equipment

Cost;: £150,000
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Appointment of fulltime perty organisers, wages, expenses

of approximately £220 each psr week, Average number of
organisers over the five year period to cover the 32 counties
would be thirty.

Cest: £1,800,000

Qver tiae five y2ar priod we extimate thit the number of eslections
to the various parliaments, councils, assemblies and EEE, in
both States would be elght in all. Given that we will be
putting candidates foward in most constituencies in all these
contests wa estimate expenditure conservatively at

Cost: £1,000,000

The expancion of the research department would reguire the

gppointment of twop regearch officers.
Jogt: £100,000

The tok&l cost then in round figures is £3.45m 5-;4,’1-_3
At pres ent the party's main source of income is from members
subseriptions, epecial levies on branches, and public nationsal
collections, usually carried out from door to door.

Over a twelve month period this totals approximately £120,000
of which national collection £30,000; Members subscriptions
£78,000; Special branch levies £12,000.

Expenditure over a 12 month period is £325,000 which covers
wages, offices, and publications. The bulk of the shorifall
has been met by 'special activities' of which it is not
possible to detail hers beause of reasons we are esure you will
understand. The 'special agtivities' are unable always to be-
effective and so on occasion the party has had to seek loans
from individuals and financisl institutions for specific
activities. Thie has meant sn accumnlstion of debt with
fipancial inatitutions of apsroximatsly £100,000, the interest
on this slone is crip;ling us.

Futther the continued growth of the party im the public domsin
mukes'ppecial activities'more hazardou#}or the pd&y which hao
more than eneough snemies in the estebiishment ready tc pannce
on mistzkes or difficulties.
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So you can see comrade not only do we kave an extremely
complex and a uniquely difficult political situatiorn to
Operate in, we also face @n exlremely grave problem in
financing arnd building the Workers Party. The growth of

the party in recent yemars has brought with it many extra and
streucus demands on the leadersnip and members. e are
confident of achieving in thme all that we have set ourselves
te do, but what we urgently need now is an injection of capital
to enable us to deavote our time and energy to the tasks {n
hand and to relisve ug of the daily burden of financial
congtraints. ‘

We recognise the the great tasks the Seiiet Party and people
have undertaken, we know well the greast strugzle it has beean to
achieve so much and we also know well the tremendous sacrifices
made by and the support the Soviet Union has rendered to
Liberation Movements and Revolutionary Parties struggling

gll over the world.

We for ocur part will continue to exert all our encrgieé to
raise as much finonce as is possible to wege a successful

atruggle, nevertheless we recognise that our best efforts

will not be ensough to raise the finance needed.

Therafore we would raspectfully request a grant of one

million pounds (Irish) over the proposed five year developement
period in order to assist us in this vital and urgent task,
which we believe will be of benefit to the world struggle for
Peace, Freedom, and Socialiem. If there is agreement in
principikié to our request, ws are aveilable st Aany time to maest
and discuss any proposed arrangement and or to expand on

any of the points in this letter.

Yours fraterpally,
) . S\’J e L_.‘._./ }_—4
,*§§3n Ga£1§9d.'Een%ra%“gfcre%ifva
T s W 2o 0 S G i
Proinsias De Hoasa TD, Chalrperson Executive Peliticsl Committee




